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Digital Industry Competitiveness in China and the US:

Measurement, Comparison and Implications
YU Zhen, CHEN Wen—han

Abstract: At present, digital industry has become the focus of the strategic game of digital economy between
China and the United States. The article constructs a framework for measuring the digital industry competitive-
ness index based on the unified classification of digital economy industries in China and the United States,
and conducts a comparative analysis on the competitiveness of digital industries between the two countries.
The results show that China’s hardware and software infrastructure industry by digital empowerment are more
competitive than those of the United States, but they still face problems such as the difficulty of catching up
with the United States in terms of production efficiency in the short term and constraints on the long—term im-
provement of industry competitiveness. However, China relies on its huge consumer market and improving dig-
ital infrastructure, and its industrial competitiveness has a large potential for growth. China should grasp the
advantages of low cost and large scale in digital product manufacturing and the application of emerging tech-
nologies such as 5G, increase the cultivation of leading digital enterprises to drive the development of digital
transactions and digital media, and always pay attention to the risk of “being hit in the throat” of key core tech-
nologies to continuously improve the international competitiveness of digital industries.

Key words:digital industry competitiveness, evaluation index system, comparative study between China and

the United States
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