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Theoretical Origins and Creative Prompts: The Influence of
Japanese Factors on the “July Poetry School”

LUO Zhen-ya

Abstract: HU Feng, the leader of the “July Poetry School”, was deeply influenced by the “spiritual harm”
concept of Kuriyagawa Hakuson, the “purpose consciousness theory” of Aono Suekichi, and the “subjective
fighting spirit” of Akita Ujaku. His concepts of literature and life, spiritual and volitional support and the prin-
ciple of unity between subjective and objective creation permeated the editorial process of July and other pub-
lications and the construction of his poetic system, which influenced the shaping of the radical, spirited, and
sublime style of “July Poetry School”. Japan as “the other” invaded China and also gave rise to a strong nation-
al sentiment in July poetry, which led to the construction of the image and discourse of the “nation—state”. The
lyricism of the “July Poetry School” was given a clear goal and background, and the aesthetic tone became
more and more grand and mournful.

Key words: July Poetry School, HU Feng, Japanese theory, nation—state, grand
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