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How does Civil Code — Succession Part Achieve the
Combination of Civil and Commercial Code?

ZHANG Ping—hua, YU Hui

Abstract: China’ s Civil Code adopts the legislative system of “the combination of civil and commercial
code”, in which the General Part sets its tone and then the Succession Part puts into practice. The combination
of civil and commercial code in the Succession Part is developed at both substantive and procedural levels.
From the substantive level, taking the object of succession as a logical starting point, the question of whether
and how an inheritance can be inherited is generally answered. In addition, taking the realization of the dece-
dent will as the core goal, specific systems such as testamentary trusts, bequest and support agreements, and
special bequests have been implemented. Also, it provides space for commercial subjects to intervene in suc-
cession affairs. In terms of procedure, the main objective is to strengthen the protection of the creditors of the
inheritance by drawing on commercial procedures such as company liquidation and corporate bankruptcy. It al-
so establishes a procedure for dealing with the inheritance that balances efficiency and order.

Key words: the combination of civil and commercial code, Succession Part, succession object, decedent’ s

will, inheritance handling
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