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The Literary Writing concerning Portuguese
Tribute of a Lion in 1678

WEI Lei

Abstract: The visit of the Portuguese delegation of Bento Pereira da Faria to the capital in 1678 was one of the
most important events in the history of China—Western exchanges. The lion presented by the Portuguese dele-
gation caused a strong reaction from the imperial court to the scholars in the capital. At the beginning of the
dedication, Emperor Kangxi ordered his cabinet ministers to write poems about the event, which became the
first act of lion singing in the capital. Subsequently, the literati in the capital, who were mainly recruited by
Boxue-hongci Examination, joined in the literary creation of this theme, making the lion chanting a break-
through in style, content and connotation compared to the literature by emperor order. Especially, the incorpo-
ration of Western knowledge became one of the most contemporary presentations.

Key words: Portugal, lion, the capital of a country, Boxue—hongei Examination, Commentary of the Lion
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