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Rhetoric Approaches in Gadamer’s Concept of “Solidarity”

YANG Li, QIN Ming-Li

Abstract: “Solidarity” runs through the whole process of Gadamer’ s philosophical hermeneutics, and is an
important theoretical achievement of his critique of Plato’ s and Aristotle” s rhetorical thoughts, concentrating
on the practical and rhetorical characteristics of his hermeneutics. By analyzing the ethics of dialogue and the
prescriptive nature of linguistic being in “solidarity”, it can be seen that “solidarity” covers three dimensions
of human linguistic commonality, finitude of being and practical rationality, constituting the unified form and
the problematic domain of Gadamer’ s rhetoric and ethics, which is a clarification of the rhetorical being
shared by human beings. At the same time, Gadamer develops Aristotle’s idea of friendship as a form of under-
standing and dialogue, laying the foundations for a truly unified form of speech and practice, knowledge and
virtue in his rhetoric. The “solidarity” delineates the rational scope of expert society and its technical division
of labour, effectively responding to the current crisis of human survival and serving as an important reference
for building a community with a shared future for mankind.
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