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Mythic Elements in Heidegger ’s Concept of being and Its Socio—
Historical Implications

——Adorno’s Analysis and Its Implications

WANG Xiao—sheng, LIU Bin—bin

Abstract: For Adorno, Heidegger’s concept of being contains an abstract order that does not negate the role of
the individual. This concept of being combines man’s sense of megalomania with his obedience to the abstract
order, and freedom of will with man’s obedience to the order. This is precisely in line with the myth as under-
stood by Adorno. The mythic element in Heidegger’s concept of being is combined with his understanding of
planning and fate. Planning is originally human planning, showing the autonomy of the human being. However,
Heidegger’s planning is not the planning of the human being himself, but the projection of being that shows a
destiny. The autonomous individual eventually succumbs to fate, and the struggle for freedom evolves into a
fear of freedom. The mythic element in Heidegger’s thought also manifests itself in the worship of nature, em-
bodied in his concept of “home”, in which a sense of Fascism lurks. Nevertheless, since there exists an irrele-
vancy between ontology and social history, we cannot simply equate ontology with fascism, nor can we simply
assume that it has nothing to do with Fascism.

Key words: Adorno, Heidegger, being, Fascism
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